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To send light  
into the darkness  

of the heart –
such is the duty

of the Arts
ROBERT SCHUMANN  1810-1856

The

Arts

VIRGINIA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY
SEPTEMBER 2017-MAY 2018
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April 19 
“The wind blows where it will and 
you hear its sound, but don’t know 
where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with the Spirit of God 
. . .”   John 3:8
Phil Guilfoyle, Professor of Art, 
leads VWU’s spring sculpture class 
in the installation of hand-crafted 
wind-chimes placed throughout the 
campus to remind us of the ethereal 
nature of wind and sound.

November 16 
“It is good to give thanks to the Lord 

with the music of the lute and harp, to the 
melody of the lyre . . .”  Psalm 92

Experienced “tone wood vendor” and luthier Brian Hawkins 
explains wood’s properties and his proprietary bracing system 
which results in his stellar reputation for hand-building the  
finest hand-crafted acoustic and electric guitars.  

February 22
“By the waters of Babylon, we gave up our harps for our captives 

required of us songs. . .”  Psalm 137  
In Uhuru Africa, Dr. Jason Squinobal, Assistant Professor of Music, 

explores the meaning of identity in music, its uses in fighting oppression 
and to promote civil rights and independence from the African American 

anthem “Lift Every Voice” to the South African liberation hymn “Nkosi  
Sikelel iAfrika” (Lord, bless Africa).     

April 12 
“Make music with the harp and sounds of singing, with trumpets  
and the ram’s horn; shout for joy!”   Psalm 98:5 
Dr. Katrina Henry, Assistant Professor of Physics, demonstrates 
the “Physics of Sound,” and Henry Faivre, Registered Piano 
Technician, explains the inner workings of a piano and its 
tuning. (Weather-permitting, “Play Me” pianos will be placed 
around campus for the day in a celebration of music.)

LOCATION: Virginia Wesleyan University is located  
on the border of Norfolk and Virginia Beach, a short  
distance from Interstate 64, exit-282 (Northampton Blvd).

PARKING: Convenient, free parking available.  
A security officer at the campus entrance will direct you.

HELPFUL NUMBERS
Concerts .................................757.455.2101
Theatrical Productions .........757.455.3381
Art Exhibitions.......................757.455.3257
The Center for Sacred Music  757.455.3376
Campus Switchboard ...........757.455.3200

September 24     4:00 pm  
CROWNS: Portraits of Black Women 
in Church Hats
Great Bridge Presbyterian Church, 333 Cedar Rd, Chesapeake 
Co-sponsored with the Great Bridge Presbyterian Candlelight 
Concert Series.
With a nod to Michael Cunningham’s book “Crowns: Portraits 
of Black Women in Church Hats,” singers Norma Bass, 
Cassandra Howard, Joy Vernon VWU ’17, and Patrice Glover 
VWU ’18, perform classic spirituals interspersed with readings 
selected from Cunningham’s first-person accounts.

October 1      4:00 pm       REFORMING! – Hymn Festival   
Christ & St. Luke’s Episcopal, 560 W. Olney Road, Norfolk 
Co-sponsored with the American Organists Guild-Tidewater Chapter
2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. Join in an afternoon 
of singing hymns of the Christian faith led by chapter organists Geoffrey Bell, VWC’09 
(Hidenwood Presbyterian-Newport News), Dr. Stephen Cook (First Presbyterian-Norfolk), 
Kevin Kwan (Christ & St. Luke’s-Norfolk), Bradley Norris (St. Andrew’s Episcopal-Newport 
News), and Marjorie Setnicky (Christ & St. Luke’s). 

November 9       11:00 am  
PADMARANI RASIAH CANTU – Indian dance          
Hofheimer Theater
A consummate artist and accomplished choreographer and 
teacher, Cantu is Director of the Fine Arts Society of Yogaville. 
She performs an ancient classical dance of India, the Bharatha 
Natyam, codified interpretations of prayers from Hindu’s Vedic 
scriptures, considered one of the oldest art forms.  (Free)

March 5     7:00 pm  
AN EVENING OF BACH      
Monumental Chapel, VWU
The Wren Masters, the faculty Baroque 
Ensemble of the College of William 
and Mary, perform several of Bach's 
instrumental works and serve as 
collaborative artists for Bach cantatas 49 
and 73: “Ich geh’ und suche mit Verlangen,” 
(Go and Seek with Longing) and “Herr, wie 

du willt, so schick’s 
mit mir” (Lord, as 
Thou Wilt, So Send to 
Me.)"  Billye Brown 
Youmans, soprano; 
Doug Lynch, tenor; 
Bryson Mortensen, 
baritone.
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In celebration of the university’s new Greer Environmental  
Sciences Center, CSM considers the nature of sound.  

October 6-7   7:30 pm    
 HOMECOMING & FAMILY WEEKEND 
Arts Showcase
A mix of the best! Hear the VWU Singers, Chorale, 

Jazz Band  and  Orchestra, and preview the Theatre 
department’s fall production.  (Free)

 
December 1   7:30 pm  |  December 2   4:00 pm 

A WESLEYAN CHRISTMAS   
The Wesleyan Singers and Chorale, and the Wesleyan 
Jazz and Orchestra ensembles usher in the holiday season.   
($5;  free to VWU comunity with ID)

March 21   7:30 pm     AMERICAN STANDARDS   
The Wesleyan Jazz Ensemble and Wesleyan Chorale present a collection 

of new and old jazz, including ‘The Nearness of You,’ ‘They Can’t Take 
That Away From Me,’ and ‘I’m Beginning to See the Light,’ to 

name a few.

April 18   7:30 pm   
INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLES   

The Wesleyan Jazz, Orchestra and Guitar ensembles  
perform under the direction of Dr. Jason Squinobal and  
Dr. Sam Dorsey. 

April 27    Time & location TBA     
  MOZART’S MISSA SOLEMNIS in C Major 
Welcome the Virginia Wesleyan Choirs home from their 
Carnegie Hall concert in this encore performance, joined by 
the choirs of Virginia Beach’s Tallwood and Landstown high 
schools, directed by Dr. Bryson Mortensen.   (Free) 

September 28
“When Jacob came close to Isaac his 
father, blind Isaac said “I know this voice 
. . .” Genesis 27:22
Ann Cyptar,voice pathologist with the 
Riverside Health Systems, explains how 
the voice works, signs of injury, and 
healthy habits for a lifetime of  
speaking and music-making.
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CENTER FOR SACRED MUSIC
FREE TO ALL   |  RESERVATIONS NOT REQUIRED 
all lectures take place at 11 :00 am in Fine Arts 9

Let 
Heaven 

& Nature 
Sing!

DR. BRYSON MORTENSEN, choral conductor
DR. JASON SQUINOBAL, instrumental conductor

       


